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Master of Fine Arts • Visual Communication
University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona - 2009

Bachelor of Science • Photojournalism/Visual Communication
Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, Arizona - 2004

Lecturer • Northern Arizona University • 2011 - 2013

Courses taught:

Other activities:

Interactive Design I - Introductio to web design and development. Topics covered include history, best 
practices, concept devlopment, storyboards, wireframes, process development, HTML, CSS, webfonts & 
many other design basics.

Interactive Design II - Intermediate web design and development. Topics covered include client 
questionaires, client relationships, site maps, contracts, Javascript/interaction layer, etc.

Interactive Design III - Advanced web design and development. Topics covered include user expereince, 
interface design, focus group testing and advanced topics in development technology.

Interactive Design IV - Interactive design special topics. Topics covered include web applications, API’s, 
server-side communication.
 
Graphic Design I - Beginning design. Topics covered include design history, theory, basic principles, basic 
typography, etc.

Graphic Design II - Intermediate design. Topics covered include theory, basic principles, best practices 
typography, concept development, etc.

Computer Imaging I - Topics covered include Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign and the Adobe Creative Suite 
as well as various other design technology topics.

Photojournalism I - Basic photojournalism. Topics included composition, basic camera operation, photo 
essays, caption writing, professional ethics, Photoshop, Lightroom, digital workflow and various other 
related topics.

Faculty advisor
Interactive Design curriculum development & lead
Internship coordinator
School of Communication technology committee chairperson
School of Communication website manager
Articulation Task Force representative
Course load 4/4



Instructor• Northern Arizona University • 2010 - 2011

Instructor/GTA • University of Arizona • 2008 - 2009

Courses taught:

Courses taught:

Other activities:

Interactive Design I - Introductio to web design and development. Topics covered include history, best 
practices, concept devlopment, storyboards, wireframes, process development, HTML, CSS, webfonts & 
many other design basics.
 
Graphic Design I - Beginning design. Topics covered include design history, theory, basic principles, basic 
typography, etc.

Graphic Design II - Intermediate design. Topics covered include theory, basic principles, best practices 
typography, concept development, etc.

Computer Imaging I - Topics covered include Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign and the Adobe Creative Suite 
as well as various other design technology topics.

Computer Imaging II - Topics covered include Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign and the Adobe Creative Suite 
as well as various other design technology topics.

Computer Imaging I - Topics covered include Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign and the Adobe Creative Suite 
as well as various other design technology topics.

Computer Imaging II - Topics covered include Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign and the Adobe Creative Suite 
as well as various other design technology topics.

Digital Animation I - Topics covered include stop-motion animation, storyboarding, concept devlopment, 
various computer programs for creating animation.

Digital Animation II - Topics covered include vector animation, Flash animation, storyboarding, concept 
devlopment, various computer programs for creating animation.

Faculty advisor
School of Communication technology committee chairperson
Articulation Task Force representative
Course load 4/4



PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Freelance web development and design • 2013-present
- Various commercial web and print projects

Lecturer • 2011-2013
Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, Arizona
- Design education

Instructor • 2010-2011
Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, Arizona
- Design education

Web designer & front end developer • 2009-2011
Deckers Outdoor Corp., Flagstaff, Arizona
- Web design and development
- .net & .aspx development
- Interactive content developer

Art director, web designer & front end developer • 2008-2009
SECCO Intl., Tucson, Arizona
- Web design and development
- Art direction & marketing
- Marketing content developer including photography, video, info graphics and other materials

Assistant art director, web designer & front end developer • 2007-2009
Studio A., Tucson, Arizona
- Web design and development
- Art direction & design team management
- Marketing content developer including photography, video, info graphics and other materials

Web designer & graphic designer senior • 2005-2007
University of Arizona., Tucson, Arizona
- Web design and development for main site
- Print design for various promotional materials
- Photography, animation, video and video editing
- Development of University web style guides

Web designer & graphic designer • 2002-2005
e-Learning Center at Northern Arizona University., Flagstaff, Arizona
- Web design and development for university courses
- Photography, animation, video and video editing

Staff photographer • 1998-2001
- Daily photographic assignments
- Photographic essays and stories



SKILLS

Creative:

Technical(advanced):

Technical(intermediate):

- Formal design concepts & methods
- Design history
- Design theory
- Typography
- Packaging and printing methods
- Art direction & team management
- Adobe Creative Suite & Creative Cloud

- HTML5, Semantic Web
- CSS3, SASS, Media Queries
- Javascript & jQuery
- Foundation, Bootstrap & Boilerplate frameworks
- Mobile first & responsive design
- W3C and ADA Section 503 web standards

- AJAX, JSON, XML
- Web app delopment
- Angular & Knockout
- Apple Final Cut Pro Studio/video editing
- Git, SubVersion & VCS



ACCOLADES

REFERENCES

2012/2013
School of Communication ‘teacher of the year’ nominee
School of Communication ‘Outstanding Facutly Advisor’
Highly Meritorius annual peer review

2011/2012
NAU Athletics Professor Appreciation award
Highly Meritorius annual peer review

2010/2011
School of Communication “teacher of the year” nominee
Highly Meritorius annual peer review

2009
Meritorious Graduate scholarship recipient
Medici Scholarship recipient

2008
Meritorious Graduate scholarship recipient
Medici Scholarship recipient
Arizona Wakonse Fellow

2007
Meritorious Graduate scholarship recipient
Medici Scholarship recipient
Invited Artist SIGGRAPH 07 Global Eyes Gallery

2005
PRSA ‘PRimus Award” University fo Arizona Web site

2004
Service and Learning award, NAU, SOC capstone

Kimberly Mitchell, MFA
Associate Professor, Northern Arizona University, School of Communication

928-380-9810 •kimberly.mitchell@nau.edu

Norm Medoff, PHD
Director of School of Communication & Professor, Northern Arizona University

928-523-8257 •norm.medoff@nau.edu

Chris Johnson, MFA
Professor, Northern Arizona University, School of Communication

928-523-8114 •c.s.johnson@nau.edu



TEACHING PHILOSOPHY

928.607.8792  •  benkirkby@gmail.com  •  Portland, Oregon 97215

As a design educator, my primary goal is to teach, engage and inspire the people who will become future 
leaders in visual communication and design.

I view design as a highly dynamic field - more a study of changes in society and culture than it is a craft or 
defined set of skills. Teaching young designers where the field has come from is important, but I believe it is 
paramount to teach students to focus on the leading edge of design. I strive to keep my classes immersed in 
current and emerging trends, and urge them to experiment with new concepts. To do so effectively, I myself 
must constantly be one step ahead. Doing so not only helps satiate my intellectual curiosity, but also gives me 
confidence and a sense of excitement that I can share with my students.

In my experience as a teacher, I have observed that students learn new concepts or skills best when the 
learning is done through the lens of their personal experiences. I design my teaching methods around proj-
ects that allow the students to use design skills in a manner that are relatable to their own lives and interests 
. My hope is to create an environment where the students are willing to go beyond classroom expectations or 
static design theories to apply adaptive, critical thinking and a sense of ownership to their work.

Giving students the ability to bring their own diverse backgrounds and experiences to the classroom not 
only helps them, it also helps expose other students to different ways of thinking and learning. I am end-
lessly captivated by the practice of different methodologies in education and the variety of ways they can 
be implemented. Often, this translates into meeting with students one on one, outside of a full classroom or 
away from campus. This can mean a tremendous amount of extra work outside of office hours or on week-
ends; this is extra work that I am wholeheartedly willing to do for the satisfaction of knowing I have been 
able to make a difference.

My teaching philosophy is strengthened from many years of teaching and commercial experience. Like my 
professional and personal work, this philosophy is constantly being reevaluated and modified to be as effec-
tive as possible. At the core of my philosophy stands my true passion for design and design education. That, 
coupled with dedication, professionalism and integrity are defining characteristics of an educator, mentor 
and individual.
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COVER LETTER

A collection of my work is avaiable at:
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REFERENCES

Kimberly Mitchell, MFA
Associate Professor, Northern Arizona University, School of Communication

928-380-9810 •kimberly.mitchell@nau.edu

Norm Medoff, PHD
Director of School of Communication & Professor, Northern Arizona University

928-523-8257 •norm.medoff@nau.edu

Chris Johnson, MFA
Professor, Northern Arizona University, School of Communication

928-523-8114 •c.s.johnson@nau.edu

Josh Biggs, MA Candidate
Instructor, Northern Arizona University, School of Communication

928.607.0324 • josh.biggs@nau.edu
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